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Objectives

• Know the timelines for Hazard Communication Standard changes to 
align with GHS revision 7

• State at least one change to Appendix A - Health Hazards

• Identify at least one change to Physical Hazards



Hazard Communication Standard (HCS)

Did you know?

• May 20, 2024 - OSHA published  

• HCS to align with the United Nations' Globally Harmonized 
System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS) 
Revision 7 with some revisions from Revision 8

• October 9, 2024 - HCS corrected based on errors noted

• January 15, 2026 – HCS implementation timelines extended 4 mos
• OSHA needed time to publish necessary guidance materials for regulated 

community to review before revised HCS provisions take effect



HCS Updated Timeline 1.15.26

Compliance Date Requirement(s) Who

JMay 19, 2026 Update labels and SDSs for substances
Chemical manufacturers, importers, distributors, 

and employers

November19, 2026 Update workplace labels, hazard communication program, and training for substances Employers

November 19, 2027 Update labels and SDSs for mixtures
Chemical manufacturers, importers, distributors, 

and employers

May 19, 2028 Update workplace labels, hazard communication program, and training for mixtures Employers



Key Changes to HCS

1. Maintaining alignment with the GHS (primarily Rev. 7) and U.S. 
trading partners (including Health Canada’s WHMIS) 
• Paragraph (f)(12) – small packages 

• Updates include 3 ml and 100 ml container special labelling provisions  

• Paragraph (i) – trade secrets

• Updates include mandatory use of prescribed concentration ranges when 
exact percentages or percentage ranges of materials are claimed as a 
trade secret

• Appendix A (health hazards) updates align primarily with revised health 
hazard definitions and general updates to hazard classes in GHS Rev. 7
• Updates include, but not limited to, Skin corrosion/irritation and Serious eye 

damage/eye irritation chapters, with non-animal test methods from Rev. 8 added to 
skin corrosion/irritation to promote use of alternative methods



Key Changes to HCS (cnt’d)

• Appendix B (physical hazards) updates align primarily with Rev. 7 and 
include, but not limited to, Flammable gases (expanding hazard 
categories), Desensitized explosives, and Aerosols (including additional 
hazard category) 

• Appendix C (label elements) updates align primarily with Rev. 7 and include 
new or updated hazards, updated guidance, and precautionary statements 

• Appendix D (SDS) updates align primarily with Rev. 7 and include revisions 
to SDS Sections 2, 3, 9, and 11



Key Changes to HCS (cnt’d)

2. Addressing issues identified during 2012 implementation update  
• Paragraph (d)(1) – hazard classification - clarifies which hazards must be 

evaluated and hazard information required on label versus SDS

• Paragraph (f)(11) – labels - adds flexibility for package label updates 
released for shipment

• Paragraph (f)(12) – labels - clarifies small package labeling requirements  

3. Improving alignment/coordination with other U.S. agencies 
• Paragraph (f)(5) – bulk shipment - provides increased coordination with DOT 

• Paragraph (c) released for shipment definition – aligns with EPA 



Table A.2.1: Skin corrosion category and subcategories

Note: All regulated as Category 1



Table A.2.2—Skin irritation category 



Table A.3.1: Serious eye damage/Irreversible effects 
on the eye category



Table A.3.2: Reversible effects on the eye categories



Figure A.3.1 Tiered Evaluation for serious eye damage and eye irritation 

a) Existing human or animal data could be 
derived from single or repeated exposure(s), for 
example in occupational, consumer, transport, 
or emergency response scenarios; or from 
purposely-generated data from animal studies 
conducted according to validated and 
internationally accepted test methods. Although 
human data from accident or poison center 
databases can provide evidence for 
classification, absence of incidents is not itself 
evidence for no classification as exposures are 
generally unknown or uncertain



Table B.2.1: Criteria for flammable gases



Figure C.1 – Hazard Symbols and Classes



Resources

OSHA – www.osha.gov

• HCS 2024 Compliance date extension notice: 
www.osha.gov/hazcom/rulemaking/extension

• HCS 2024 Redline Strikeout document: 
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/HCS_Redline_RegText_Appen
dice_Jan13_2026_508compliant.pdf

• HCS Update - Questions & Answers: 
www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/HCS_Q-and-As.pdf

http://www.osha.gov/hazcom/rulemaking/extension
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/HCS_Redline_RegText_Appendice_Jan13_2026_508compliant.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/HCS_Redline_RegText_Appendice_Jan13_2026_508compliant.pdf
http://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/HCS_Q-and-As.pdf
http://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/HCS_Q-and-As.pdf
http://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/HCS_Q-and-As.pdf
http://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/HCS_Q-and-As.pdf
http://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/HCS_Q-and-As.pdf
http://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/HCS_Q-and-As.pdf
http://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/HCS_Q-and-As.pdf
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